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JOBS:

, Governor Patrick Tours New Judicial Complex
With the unemployment rates

on the rise again, our number : ‘!"‘*wLJ%l ‘ l ‘l |
one priority is jobs. My focus . T —
has been on taking action in the
senate to get people back to
work. We have urged stimulus
funds to be released, pushed for
companies to receive new pro-
ject funding and are working on
bills that create jobs. It is my
goal that with these initiatives,
We can restore economic secu-
rity and ensure employment op-
portunities.

On Wednesday February 3, 2010 Governor Deval Patrick, Sen. Pacheco, Rep.
"". E Fagan and other officials toured the construction site of the new judicial court
complex in downtown Taunton. The close to 90 Million dollar project is moving

forward, creating jobs and will help to stimulate the downtown Taunton economy.

Pacheco Joins Facebook UMASS Law School

Sen. Pacheco attended the Massachusetts Board of Higher Education’s meet-
ing on February 2, 2010 at Bridgewater State College, where the Board voted
to approve The University of Massachusetts-Dartmouth proposal to establish
a public law school.

In an ongoing effort to keep in
touch with the people, Sen.
Pacheco has created a Face-
book Fan Page. Through this

new media outlet, Sen. ] . )
Pacheco will post updates on  In a very well attended meeting the Board voted unanimously, granting

current issues, events and pro- UMASS Dartmouth permission to acquire Southern New England School of
jects pertaining to the First Ply- Law and establish the Commonwealth’s first public law school. “This is a his-
mouth and Bristol District. So  toric moment; we will join 44 other states that currently have public law pro-
if this interests you, please be-  grams. Finally people who can’t afford to study law at private institutions will

come a fan. have a public option. I worked hard to support this initiative and I'm pleased
www.facebook.com/ it passed unanimously,” Said Senator Pacheco
pachecofanpage

UMASS Law is expected to open in September 2010


http://www.facebook.com/pachecofanpage
http://www.facebook.com/pachecofanpage

SENATOR PACHECO HOLDS POST AUDIT HEARING ON ESCAPE OF
BRIDGEWATER INMATE

Senator Pacheco held an oversight hearing on Jan.

12, to examine the recent escape of an inmate at
the Bridgewater Correctional Complex.

“I believe we need to reevaluate the protocols
currently in place,” said Senator Pacheco.
“Specifically regarding the interactions between
the Department of Corrections and other law en-
forcement entities and when changes to an in-
mate’s classifications are at stake. We need to be
sure that the prisoner classification system is
sound and that all steps are taken to ensure the
safety of the public at large.”

This hearing examined a number of topics includ-
ing interagency communications, prisoner classi-
fication, and the protocols in place that deal with
new and ongoing legal cases involving currently
incarcerated individuals. Testimony was offered
by Representative David Flynn, the Department
of Correction, the Middlesex District Attorney’s
office, the Bridgewater Correctional Complex,
local officials from the Town of Bridgewater, in-
cluding the Police and Fire Chiefs, as well as rep-
resentatives from the Massachusetts Correction

Officers Federated Union.

The Senate Committee on Post Audit and Over-
sight will follow up the hearing with further dis-
cussions with DOC, the Middlesex DA’s office,
as well as other District Attorneys, to go into fur-
ther detail regarding how the current system oper-
ates. The Committee will examine any steps that
have already been taken as a result of this inci-
dent, how other states address similar concerns,
and listen to recommendations from all parties
involved. Once all testimony has been compiled
and thoroughly reviewed, the Committee will of-
fer its own recommendations as to how this type
of situation can be avoided in the future.

“I was pleased to hear that the Department of
Correction has already begun working with the
Police and Fire Departments in Bridgewater to
develop better practices and communication,”
said Senator Pacheco. “We have made a lot of
progress in recent years but this time something
fell through the cracks and we need to be sure it
does not happen again.”

Florence Electric of Taunton awarded solar contracts Welcome Home Troop 772

On Sunday Feb7th Sen. Pacheco
welcomed home members of the
772nd Military Police Co. at
Taunton High School. Troop 772
just came home from Iraq. Gov.
Patrick, Rep. Fagan and other of-
ficials were in attendance for this
moving ceremony. “This is a real
celebratory day for the families
who have been waiting for their
return. These men and women are
true patriots, it’s an honor to wel-
come these heroes home.” Said
Pacheco

Taunton’s Florence Electric has paired up with North Andover’s
Nexamp, to install 4.1 megawatts of solar energy at 12 public wa-
ter and waste treatment facilities throughout Massachusetts. These
companies have received $20 million in American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds.

“This is a win, win for everyone, 12 facilities will improve their
energy efficiency, which will reduce greenhouse gases and will
create “green jobs”. This is a large step forward for Massachusetts
improving its alternative energy use and getting people back to
work. I am especially pleased that a company right from my own
district is embracing this clean energy movement and is taking ad-
vantage of the economic opportunities it presents.”Said Pacheco

Those projects are scheduled to begin in June.
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SENATOR PACHECO JOINS COLLEAGUES IN FIGHT FOR MEDICAID

On February 5, 2010 Sen.  Senator Pacheco. “By extending  Currently, the FMAP increase is
Pacheco announced that he has FMAP, we can avoid cuts in ser-  set to expire on December 31,
joined his colleagues in signing vices to the most vulnerable seg-  2010. At that time, reimbursement
onto a letter to the Massachusetts ments of our population. I hope rates will fall 12% to their previous

Congressional Delegation request- our Congressional Delegation will [evels. the U.S. H fR
ing a much needed extension in cvels. the U.s. House ot Represen-

the Federal Medicaid Assistance  Make this one of their top priori-  tatives included an extension in the

Percentage (FMAP), also known ties.” Affordable Health Care for Amer-
as Enhanced Medicaid. FMAP ica Act it passed late last year.
was temporarily increased through President Obama has also included
the American Recovery and Rein- an FMAP extension in his FY'11
vestment Act and helped to save d Fiscal Budget. Implementing an
the Commonwealth approximately ) o

$3 billion. extension will help Massachusetts
“The increase in Federal Medicaid deal with expected budget short-
Assistance Percentage provided to falls during these difficult fiscal
the Commonwealth in the Stimu- times.

lus package helped to ensure that

we could maintain our commit- / ~

ment to health care reform,” said

Senator Marc Pacheco Votes to Set New Standards and Cut Red Tape for
Locating Land-Based Wind Energy Facilities

On Thursday February 4, Sen. Pacheco helped advance the Senate’s renewable energy agenda for the Common-
wealth by voting for legislation that will untangle current rules and regulations that make it difficult to site land-
based wind energy facilities.

“This bill shows the willingness of the Commonwealth to continue its embrace of renewable energy,” Senator
Pacheco said. “Massachusetts has once again reaffirmed its status as one of the word wide leaders on the issues
of green energy and climate change. Wind and other renewable energy sources will be crucial in creating jobs,
reducing our dependence on foreign energy sources, and having a positive impact on the environment. I am
proud to support this bill.”

Acting on the commission’s initial findings, the new Senate bill requires an advisory group to develop clear and
predictable siting standards through the Energy Facilities Siting Board (EFSB) with input from state depart-
ments, regional commissions and environmental groups.

Under this legislation, the EFSB can authorize a streamlined and comprehensive permitting process for wind
facilities of 2 mega-watts of power or more that need state permits. The bill also establishes a local-level process
for wind facilities of 2 mega-watts or more through a wind energy board comprised of relevant local commis-
sions allowing for appeals to the EFSB.

The new permitting process eliminates the need for multiple permit applications from separate agencies for a
single project, instead creating a one-stop review and permit. Projects under 2 mega-watts would follow existing
guidelines and procedures.

Municipalities that approve wind projects may also be eligible for certain financial benefits under this legislation.

The bill now goes to the House of Representatives.
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Recipients of Senate resolutions and citations:

Congratulations, and thank you for your service.

Jennifer Renauld, Girls and Women in Sports Day
Alisia Trevino, Girls and Women in Sports Day
Hanna Anderson, Girls and Women in Sports Day
Alanna Perry, Girls and Women in Sports Day

RETIREMENT:

Janet Rebello, 23 years of service, LPN.

Ruth Bog, 29 years of service, RN.

Cheryl Mac Kay, 28 years of service, RN.

Judith Demers, 23 years of service, MHW

Diane Finnerty, 6 years of service, MHW

Bill Cooper, 7 V4 years of service as Superintendant of
the Old Rochester Regional District

Barbara Danforth, 33 years and 8§ months, DMH
Raymond Chappell, 54 years of service to the town of
Raynham

Roland J. Herbert, 30 years of service to the Southeast-
ern Regional Planning and Economic Development Dis-
trict

Taunton State Hospital, Bicycle Shed and

Garden Project:
Chris Castano
John Wezowicz
Gary Hasson
Chris Mello
Derek Turner
Bob Gagnon
Elon Brown
Bill Tigano
Dave Peripoli
Bob Luminello
Dick Dane
Dave Dipaola
Tim Vanderpoel
Ed Liston
Steve Major
Jean Pierre Vasdeboncoeur
Gary Baker
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EAGLE SCOUTS:

Tyler Conrad, Troop 45, Dighton
Matthew St. George, Troop 45, Dighton
Justin Pavao, Troop 45, Dighton

GIRL SCOUTS:

Nicole Vena, recipient of the Girl Scout Silver
Award

Savannah Araujo, recipient of the Girl Scout
Silver Award

Katelyn Ramey, recipient of the Girl Scout Sil-
ver Award

BI RTHDAYO®S:
David F. Medas, Celebrated his 80" birthday

Congratulations Jimmy!

Jimmy Mitoulis, owner of Jimmy’s
Restaurant on Broadway street in Taun-
ton celebrates 25 years in business.
Gov. Patrick, Sen. Pacheco, Rep. Fagan
and Rep. Haddad awarded him a cer-
tificate during the Governor’s visit to
Taunton this February.




